REPORT 

OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE  OF  CANTON,  MASS. 

APRIL  2d,  1849. 

Read,  accepted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

William  Horton,  Town  Clerk. 


In  watching  over  the  Schools  during  the  past  year,  your 
Committee  have  endeavored  to  be  ever  mindful  of  the  im- 
portance of  the  trust  confided  to  them.  They  have  striven 
to  elevate  their  character.  They  have  sought  to  improve 
their  condition.  They  have  urged  on  pupils  and  parents, 
and  teachers,  the  necessity  of  a regularly  punctual  attend- 
ance. They  have  visited  not  in  a censorious  spirit,  but  with 
a desire  to  commend,  and  to  encourage.  They  have  been 
anxious  that  the  teachers  should  be  worthy  of  all  confidence, 
and  have  sought  to  strengthen  their  influence  and  author- 
ity, and  to  sustain  and  encourage  them  in  their  arduous 
and  responsible  labors. 

The  population  of  this  town  has  increased  rapidly  dur- 
ing the  last  five  years.  In  one  or  more  districts  the  num- 
ber of  children  between  the  ages  of  four  and  sixteen  has 
nearly  doubled  in  that  time.  The  labors  of  the  teachers 
have,  by  consequence,  become  more  arduous.  The  duties 
of  the  committees  have  become  more  responsible.  And 
generally,  the  zeal  of  parents  has  kept  pace  with  the 
growth  of  their  schools.  , 

In  District  No.  1,  the  school  has  languished  during  the 
two  immediate  preceding  years,  from  lack  of  interest  on  the 


part  of  llie  parents.  The  attendance  has  been  small  and 
irrej^ular.  A skillful  and  energetic  female  teacher,  a native 
of  this  town,  was  employed  here  at  the  commencement  of 
the  summer  term.  The  face  of  the  school  grew  bright 
under  her  influence.  But  she  was  solicited  to  take  a 
school  in  a neighboring  town,  and  the  committee  were 
compelled,  reluctantly,  to  see  her  leave  the  station  she  had 
but  just  begun  to  adorn.  Changes  in  the  midst  of  a term 
are  of  doubtful  utility.  Another  teacher  was  employed, 
whose  experience  as  a teacher  commenced  with  her  labors 
here.  The  school  made  some  progress,  but  the  interrup- 
tion was  detrimental  to  its  best  interests.  The  change 
was  not  productive  of  good  results. 

The  term  just  closed  has  been  a decided  improvement 
on  the  preceding  terms.  The  teacher,  a well  educated, 
intelligent,  energetic  young  man,  experienced  in  the  rou- 
tine and  tacti(!S  of  school  teaching,  made  himself  felt. — 
The  attendance  has  been  more  general,  more  regular,  and 
we  look  to  the  future  history  of  this  school  with  sanguine 
hopes  of  a continued  improvement. 

In  District  No.  2,  the  school  has,  for  some  time,  enjoyed 
an  enviable  reputation.  It  has  always  had  the  advantage 
of  a population  not  constantly  changing.  The  children 
are  not  from  families  here  to-day,  and  gone  to-morrow. — 
The  parents  in  this  district  manifest  a continuous  interest 
in  the  welfare  of  their  school.  They  are  ever  and  always 
ready  to  hold  up  the  hands  and  to  cheer  the  heart  of  their 
teachers.  They  have  a convenient  and  elegant  school 
house,  furnished  with  all  necessary  appliances  and  appurte- 
nances. During  the  past  year,  they  have  had  good  teach- 
ers. Mr.  Meade’s  connection  with  this  school  ceased  in 
August.  We  feared  the  school  would  go  backward  from 
his  leaving.  But  this  district  has  means  of  re-production 
and  self  support.  A young  lady  of  talents,  judgment, 
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tact  and  discretion,  unusual  for  her  years,  took  charge 
of  the  school ; and,  'tinder  her  tuition  the  younger 
pupils  es|K^dally,  made  great  progress.  During  the 
winter,  the  school  has  enjoyed  the  instruction  of  a 
young  man  of  refined  taste  and  of  thorough  education. — 
His  teaching  was  ciiaracterized  by  originality.  He  sought 
to  make  his  pupils  familiar  with  the  principles  of  things. 
A laborious  student,  he  made  students  of  his  pupils  ; and 
in  Arithmetic,  English  Grammar  and  Reading  they  made 
unusual  improvement. 

In  District  No.  3,  there  are  two  schools.  The  primary 
department  has  changed  teachers  during  the  past  year. — 
It  is  now  under  the  care  of  a young  lady,  one  of  your  own 
daughters,  whose  entire  education  and  training  have  been 
in  your  schools,  and  whose  course  thus  far  gives  entire  sat- 
isfaction to  parents  and  to  your  Committee.  There  are 
those  who  seem  to  be  born  to  be  school  teachers.  This 
teacher  is  of  that  number.  Her  task  is  no  light  one. — 
Her  register  gives  the  names  of  eighty-three  pupils,  eigh- 
teen of  whom  are  of  the  tender  age  of  four,  seventeen  of 
the  age  of  five,  ten  of  the  age  of  six,  fifteen  of  the  age  of 
seven,  six  of  the  age  of  eight,  seven  of  the  age  of  nine, 
seven  of  the  age  of  ten,  two  of  the  age  of  eleven,  and  one 
of  the  age  of  thirteen  years.  It  will  be  seen  that  this 
number  is  by  far  too  large  to  be  under  th^e  direction  of 
one  teacher.  At  the  closing  examination  there  were  sixty 
present.  They  were  submitted  to  a searching  examina- 
tion. Only  four  words  were  spelt  incorrectly.  I'he  gen- 
eral deportment  of  the  children  improves  each  day.  And 
your  committee  regard  this  school  in  discipline,  and  in  cul- 
ture, as  fitr  suj>erior  to  many  schools  of  older  pupils. 

The  Upper  School  in  this  district  has  also  changed 
teachers.  The  present  teacher  came  into  this  school  ia 
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Se])teniber  last.  A large  sum  of  money  has  been  contrib-' 
uted  by  individuals  to  support  an  annual  school.  The 
whole  number  of  pupils  in  his  department  is  eighty-one. — 
A large  number,  but,  freed  from  the  interruption  of  the 
smaller  children  their  discipline  has  been  satisfactory  and 
their  improvement  commendable. 

When  we  say  this,  we  mean  that,  ordinary  improvement 
is  not  all  that  is  now  to  be  expected  of  this  school.  With 
a permanent,  enterprising  teacher;  with  the  absence  of  the 
very  small  children  ; with  a comfortable  apartment ; with 
all  the  necessary  apparatus ; with  friends  ready  to  put 
theif  hands  into  their  pockets  to  furnish  “the  sinews”  of 
education  with  all  these  advantages,  we  have  a right  to 
expect  that  this  may  become  the  best  school  in  town. — 
The  examination,  at  the  close  of  the  last  term,  gave  satis- 
faction to  your  committee  and  to  a large  number  of  sym- 
pathizing parents  and  friends. 

In  District  No.  4,  the  school  maintains  but  a lingering 
existence.  The  whole  number  of  pupils  is  twenty-five. — 
The  average  attendance  has  been  about  seventeen.  Dur- 
ing the  past  year  it  has  been  under  the  care  of  accom- 
plished teachers.  They  have  done  all  that  they  could  be 
expected  to  do.  If  the  children  are  not  in  the  school-room 
they  cannot  be  taught.  There  is  a killing  lack  of  interest 
in  their  school  on  the  part  of  parents  in  this  district,  of 
which  they  do  not  seem  to  be  aware.  There  are  promis- 
ing  pupils  here  and  nothing  is  wanting  to  make  this  a good 
school,  but  a regular  attendance. 

In  District  No.  5,  the  school  numbers  sixty-five  pupils. 
The  summer  term  was  satisfactory  and  the  younger  chil- 
dren made  rapid  advancement.  The  winter  term  com- 
menced under  favorable  auspices.  Among  the  pupils  were 
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several  who  had  enjoyed  siij)erior  educational  advantages 
abroad,  and  whose  age  and  deportment  were  calculated  to 
exert  a salutary  influence  upon  the  school.  The  teacher 
was  a young  man  of  eminent  literary  attainments,  of  ur- 
bane manners,  but  who  had  never  been  conversant  with 
the  exhausting  routine  of  a common  school.  In  two 
months,  his  health  failing,  he  relinquished  his  school  and  it 
closed  without  the  annual  examination. 

It  is  proper  to  say,  in  this  connection,  that  there  is  no 
district  in  town,  where  there  is  a more  promising  and  in- 
teresting number  of  pupils  than  in  this  district;  and  that 
there  is  no  other  district  so  much  in  need  of  a convenient 
and  commodious  school  house. 

In  District  No.  6,  the  same  teacher  has  been  employed 
for  the  summer  and  winter  terms.  A great  evil  in  this 
school  is  the  irregularity  of  attendance.  Children  who  are 
in  school  to-day,  and  in  the  Mill  at  work  to-morrow,  can- 
not, in  the  nature  of  the  case,  make  any  progress  in  their 
studies.  They  not  only  do  nothing  themselves,  but  they 
interrupt  and  retard  those  who  do  attend.  This,  your 
committee  have  endeavored  to  make  the  district  sensible 
of,  in  all  suitable  ways.  It  is  vain  to  procure  good  teach- 
ers, if  the  schools  are  to  be  interrupted  by  the  inconstant 
attendance  of  pupils. 

The  closing  examination  disappointed  our  expectations. 
There  was  a full  attendance.  The  recitations  were  con- 
ducted entirely  by  the  committee,  and  printed  questions, 
prepared  for  the  occasion,  by  the  committee,  were  pro- 
pounded. They  were  unhesitatingly  and  correctly  an- 
swered. When  the  parents  in  this  district  shall  have 
become  sensible  of  the  wrong  they  are  doing  their  children 
by  taking  them  from  their  studies  to  work  in  the  Factory, 
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and  shall  send  them  ])unctually  to  school,  we  may  look  for 
greater  im])rovernent. 

In  District  No.  7,  with  the  summer  term  closed  the  la- 
bors of  the  teacher  who  has  led  the  school  along  for  the 
last  twelve  years.  The  day  and  the  occasion  will  not, 
we  trust,  be  soon  forgotten,  by  any  who  were  present.  A 
faithful,  kind,  intelligent  teacher,  she  had  seen  many  go 
out  from  the  sphere  of  her  influence  to  determine  the  good 
cr  evil  repute  of  her  instruction,  'bhrough  those  long 
years  the  hearts  of  parents  and  children  had  turned  in  love 
towards  her,  and  affection  and  respect  every  where  greeted 
her.  The  parental  kindness  she  manifested,  her  pupils  re- 
turned with  filial  affection. 

As  may  be  supposed,  where  there  were  love  and  respect 
for  the  teacher,  there  w^as  improvement.  But  most  of  all 
there  was  a developement  of  the  intellectual  and  moral 
faculties,  in  concert,  which  gave  this  school  great  interest 
in  the  eyes  of  your  committee. 

* * 

The  winter  term  has  been  under  the  care  of  a faithful 

female  teacher,  a native  of  your  town,  who  has  not  suf- 
fered the  school  to  retrograde ; and  whose  valuable  services 
we  hope  may  be  enjoyed  by  this  district  for  a long  time  to 
come;  The  annual  examination  has  not  taken  place. 

Thus  much  for  the  outline  condition  of  the  sch(X)ls. — 
We  have  aimed  in  our  visits  to  make  scrutinizing  examina- 
tions.  We  have  carefully  examined  candidates  for  teach- 
ing. We  have  sought  to  raise  the  standard  of  scholarship 
in  the  various  studies.  We  think  that  in  Reading,  Arith- 
metic and  English  Grammar,  there  has  been  decided  im- 
provement in  all  the  schools.  Penmanship  has  not  been 
satisfactorily  taught  in  all  the  schools.  In  Districts  No.  3 
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and  7.  good  spocimens-of  penmanship,  and  maps,  accu- 
rately and  elegantly  drawn,  were  exhd)ited.  Districts 
No’s  3 and  2,  are  under  the  most  satishmtory  discipline. — 
In  District  No.  6,  only,  were  compositions  read  at  the  ex- 
amination. There  is  hardly  a child  in  any  of  the  schools 
who  cannot  sm".  All  are  more  or  less  instructed  in  the 
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lav’^s  of  health  and  the  means  of  its  j)reservation.  There 
is  more  cleanliness,  fresh  air,  and  comfort  in  the  school 
room  than  formerly.  Corporal  punishment  has  been  rarely 
resorted  to  by  any  of  the  teachers.  • Parents,  in  all  the 
districts,  excepting  No’s  4 and  6,  have  co-operated  with 
the  teachers  in  securing  a respectable  average  attendance. 

Your  committee  now  consists  of  but  two  members. — 
Since  the  commencement  of  the  year  two  of  the  commit- 
tee have  left  town.  The  places  they  have  occupied  in 
society,  are  to  be  filled  by  others  Mr.  Tingley  left  us  in 
December.  Mr.  Hammond  leaves  town  to-day.  It  is  a 
pleasant  duty  for  him  who  writes  this  to  say  that  the  com- 
mittee have  endeavored  to  labor  as  one  man,  doing  harmo- 
niously that  which  they  have  thought  would  promote  the 
best  and  highest  good  of  the  schools. 

Mr.  Hammond  has  been  the  chairman  of  the  Committee 
during  the  past  year.  Whoever  may  be  your  Committee 
hereafter,  he  will  be  missed.  He  has  given  the  sub- 
ject of  the  education  of  your  children  many  days  of  labor 
and  much  thought.  He  has  sought  to  interest  them  in 
their  studies.  He  has  guarded  them  from  evils  and  errors. 
He  has  seen  the  schools  improve  under  his  fostering  care : 
and  he  has  his  reward  in  the  affectionate  love  and  esteem 
of  many  young  hearts.  He  carries  with  him  the  respect 
and  confidence  of  his  fellow  laborers,  and  we  trust  that  his 
usefulness  will  be  appreciated  in  the  station  he  has  gone 
to  fill. 
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In  conclusion  we  respectrully  recommonfl  ihat  the  Exec- 
utive committees  of  each  district  he  required  to  make 
report  annually  to  the  town,  of  the  amount  of  money  re- 
ceived from  the  Town  lor  schooling;  of  what  sum  has 
been  paid  to  teachers ; what  sum  for  fuel  ; whether  they 
have  appropriated  any  of  the  money  granted  exclusively 
for  teaching  and  fuel  to  other  purposes,  and  .what  purposes; 
what  amount  of  funds  they  have  in  their  hands,  and 
whether  and  how  much  they  may  be  in  debt. 


For  the  Committee, 


S.  B.  NOYES 
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From  Mann’s  Printing-press,  High-st.  Dedham, 


